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US OECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIN, EGEN, UN, ECOSOC 

SUBJECT: ECOSOC WORKING GROUP ILLICIT PAYMENTS TREATY 

REF: GENEVA 2773 

1 . FOR FRANK WILLIS, DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCES ON WHEAT AND 
TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY. 

WE ARE PLEASED THAT NETHERLANDS WILL CONTINUE TO BACK A 
TREATY ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS AND THAT ROBERT MOK IS MODESTLY 
OPTOMISTIC ABOUT PROSPECTS. HOWEVER, WE DO BELIEVE MARCH 
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6 SESSION WILL BE SUBSTANTIVE. PARSI WILL BE AVAILABLE TO 
CHAIR IT. 

2- WE ARE THOROUGHLY CONFUSED BY WILLIS' REPORT OF MOK'S 
VIEWS ON SUBSTANCE OF U.S. POSITION. IN FIRST PLACE IT 
WAS U.S. THAT PROPOSED AND CONTINUES TO PRESS FOR HOME 
STATE OBLIGATIONS TO PROSECUTE NATIONALS FOR ACTIONS IN 
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FURTHERANCE OF BRIBERY OF FOREIGN OFFICIALS. THIS POSITION 
IS FULLY CONSISTENT WITH NEW U.S. LEGISLATION. FURTHER. 

USG HAS ALWAYS BEEN PREPARED TO ACCEPT GENERAL MULTILATERAL 
OBLIGATIONS FOR JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE ON LINES OF HIJACKING 
CONVENTION PROVIDED THAT THE TREATY CALLS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THESE GENERAL COMMITMENTS THROUGH SPECIFIC BILATERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS. IT WAS MOK HIMSELF WHO OPPOSED THIS 
APPROACH LAST YEAR ON THE GROUNDS THAT A HYBRID SOLUTION 
WOULD UNDERCUT INTERPRETATION OF THE HIJACKING CONVENTION 
AND THAT THE WORKING GROUP THEREFORE SHOULD CHOOSE BETWEEN 
BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL APPROACHES. 

3. MOK IS A CAPABLE AND SIGNIFICANT FIGURE IN ECOSOC 
WORKING GROUP AND IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE HIS 
UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT. THEREFORE. WE WOULD LIKE TO 
CONTACT HIM TO CLARIFY THESE POINTS ASAP. IF MOK AND 
WILLIS ARE BOTH IN GENEVA, WILLIS SHOULD MAKE THE CONTACT. 

IF THAT IS NOT POSSIBLE, EMBASSY THE HAGUE SHOULD DO SO 

AS SOON AS MOK RETURNS FROM GENEVA. 

4. FOR THE HAGUE: IN ANY EVENT, WE WOULD LIKE EMBASSY TO 
CONTACT GON TO REITERATE STRONG U.S. INTEREST IN SUCCESS 

OF THIS WORK. YOU CAN POINT OUT THAT WE ATTACH IMPORTANCE 
AT THIS STAGE TO WORKING TOWARDS A CONSENSUS OF INDUSTRIAL 
COUNTRIES ON SUBSTANCE AND LOOK FORWARD TO INTENSIVE 
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INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS DURING WORKING GROUP MEETING IN 
NEW YORK. WE MAY ALSO SEEK TO SCHEDULE AN AD HOC CON- 
SULTATION AT OECD PARIS IN MARCH BEFORE THE EASTER WEEKEND. 

IN ADDITION TO U.S. INTEREST IN CRIMINALIZATION, WE WOULD 
LIKE TO EXPLORE RECOMMENDATIONS TO GOVERNMENTS RECENTLY 
ADOPTED BY ICC AS POSSIBLE BASIS FOR CONSENSUS. VANCE 
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